
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Summertime Renewal 
 

Summer greetings, dear saints in Christ.  Summertime is here!  Trees are in full leaf.  Flowers are 

blooming, and the temperature is climbing.  Summertime reminds me of family BBQs with sizzling 

burgers and homemade potato salad.  Ice cream and cold beverages.  Swimming and boating and hiking 

and biking.  So many of my memories of summer have been spent in God’s beautiful creation. 

   

Some of my favorite summer memories were spent at a Lutheran Camp in Idaho named Camp Perkins.  

I attended this camp as a youth, and in recent years I was blessed to spend time at camp with my 

family. Some activities I enjoy at camp are kayaking, mountain biking, hiking, archery, and just cooling 

off in the refreshing water of Perkins Lake.  One of the best parts of camp is gathering with family and 

other Christians to sing songs around the campfire praising God for all he has done for us in Christ, 

surrounded by a natural cathedral of God’s creation. 

 

I’m sure many of you have summer memories spent with family and friends enjoying the beauty of 

God’s creation.  So, unplug your devices, put on your swimsuits, hiking boots, and shorts, and get out in 

God’s creation this summer.  You will not regret it.  But, most importantly, don’t forget to take time to 

praise God from whom all blessings flow in worship here at Grace Lutheran or another sister 

congregation or maybe even at camp with other fellow believers in Christ.  May the Lord be with you all 

this summer season. 

 

In Christ Alone, 

 

Pastor Josh   
 
 

Grace Connections 
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another. 
Romans 12:5 

 

 
 

July & August 2022 



 

 

• Due to a special monetary gift to the General Fund, Grace’s financial position looks pretty good for this 
time of year.  What a blessing! 

 

• A new landscape maintenance person has been hired to care for the church grounds.  A bit of a 
learning curve is expected. 

 

• The internet and phone system have been recently upgraded.  The amount of phone numbers has 

been reduced from three to two (no more FAX number), the land-lines have been swapped over to 

service from Spectrum, and the internet speed has been upgraded to about twice its previous speed 

(~600 MB download, 100 MB upload).  This will not only help reduce network interruptions but also 

reduce monthly costs.  A HUGE thank you goes out to John Gisclon for all his time and effort in seeing 

this project through to completion.  Thank you, John! 
 

• John Gisclon has also agreed to serve as the Chair of the Lay Ministry Board on an interim basis.  
Besides John, the other Lay Ministers are Mike Neely, Shirley Westerberg, Sandra Hinrichs and Bob 
Janssen.  This Lay Ministry Board is responsible for the overall spiritual care of the congregation.  Each 
member of the congregation has been assigned a Lay Minister.  Check the bulletin board opposite the 
restrooms to find out who your Lay Minister is. 

  

• Another thank you goes to the eight Grace volunteers who helped with the Ashland Food Bank’s  

bimonthly Green Bag Day on June 11… Judy Rupp, Nance Walz, Bill Lemke, Bob Janssen, Lyle and 
Sandra Hinrichs, and Susan and Mike Bahr.  It was a fun and fast-moving day of unloading, sorting and 
shelving thousands of cans of food donated by the neighborhoods of Ashland.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Name tags were ordered and are now in your hallway mailboxes.  These name tags use a magnet to 

hold them in place rather that the more cumbersome pin-on types.  As more people venture out and 
return to live worship services, it is felt that name tags would be helpful for both visitors, new 
members, and long-time members. 

 

• Sunday afternoon, June 5th, saw a full house as Tatsiana’s piano students performed their Spring recital 
in the Grace sanctuary.  It was another opportunity to show how the community of faith that worships 
at Grace is also part of the larger community of Ashland.  (See pictures following) 

 

  



 
 
 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Stay tuned for a fellowship event coming in August! 
 

• Alice and Stu hosted the end-of-the-year choir party at their Medford home on Wednesday, June 8.  
It’s an annual tradition and was the first for Pastor Josh and Rebecca.  It was great to be able to meet 
together again after two years of isolation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  



 

 
 

Women of Grace LWML 
 

What is POBLO? 
 
 

Joy Markus was one of 15 children born to a devout Muslim family in Kuwait. Her life, as a woman, was without 
love or encouragement in a world where only men mattered. She was able to attend school and eventually college. 
Her first job was in a British School—a Muslim woman working with non-Muslims. This brought shame to her 
family, but she remained devout.  Eventually she began working in an American school, bringing more shame to her 
family. Through it all she fasted, prayed five times each day, and followed strict Muslim rules. 
 

Once, a student questioned Allah’s fairness in deciding who is allowed into heaven. Even with a master’s degree 
she couldn’t answer him. She began to question her beliefs. She spoke to a fellow teacher, a Christian, asking him 
to explain his religion. She began reading the Old Testament, then the New. What verse* brought her to Jesus? 
What does POBLO have to do with this?  Sara Beric was born and raised in an affluent, close-knit, Saudi Arabian 
family, with six siblings. She was a devout Muslim, prayed five times each day, fasted, read the Koran regularly, and 
wore full body covering. She was a well-educated teacher, admired for her commitment to Islam. “I was trying my 
best to please Allah, but I never felt he was satisfied with me. I never had peace in my heart, and I was concerned 
with my eternal life.” She became depressed. “We are slaves to Allah; I would never please him. I knew I didn’t 
deserve heaven.” 
 

Then, online, she met a Christian from Michigan. Their conversations turned to religion. He began sharing 
prophecies from the Old Testament about Christ coming as the Messiah, comparing them with the New Testament 
fulfillment of those prophecies. He encouraged her to find the truth for herself.  Which verse** revealed the true 
God to her? What does POBLO have to do with this?  See the pictures of Joy and Sara on the cover of the summer 
2022 Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, and read their stories. Extra copies are on the table in the Narthex.  I was first 
introduced to POBLO at an LWML convention held in Bend in 2010. One of our speakers was Cynthia Khan, a Saudi 
Arabian woman, who’s history resembles that of Sara and Joy. She spoke to us about the inequality of marriage in 
Islam, and the dangers of a Christian-Muslim marriage. At that time one of the proposed grants was to help foster 
equality in marriage. We learned that POBLO, People of the Book, Lutheran Outreach, was an authorized affiliate of 
the LCMS. POBLO is in an international Christian ministry that is passionate about sharing the love of Jesus with 
Muslim and other immigrants and refugees living in the United States.  Their goal is to meet their physical, social, 
and spiritual needs by sharing the love of Jesus in practical and cultural ways. 
 

They have a three-pronged approach: through missions, community engagement, and training and education 
programs, they aim to share the word of God and help Muslims and other immigrants and refugees meet their 
individual needs to better their life the United States; whether through helping them via refugee resettlement 
assistance, teaching them English at their International Friendship centers, or simply providing them friendship and 
hospitality.  The LWML has sponsored several grants to help with the goals of POBLO… another example of our 
MITES at work!! 
 
  *John 3:16 
**Revelation 22:13 

 
 



 
 

 

 
SHARING THE GOSPEL ON A GLOBAL STAGE 
 
One of the things that most excites me about Lutheran Hour Ministries is the endless opportunities to share the 
message of Christ with a world that desperately needs to hear it. That is why I look forward to seeing the LHM float 
in the Rose Parade each year as the only Christian presence in the parade. As a self-funded project of the Southern 
California District of the International Lutheran Laymen's League (Int'l LLL) and the Lutheran Hour Ministries Float 
Committee, the float provides a Gospel witness to viewers everywhere, from along the parade route in California to 
tens of millions of televisions all around the world. 
 
I was privileged to be asked to ride on the LHM float during the 2022 Rose Parade. Arriving in Pasadena I had high 
expectations. As I reflect on my time, it is without a doubt that the experience exceeded my expectations. I am in 
awe of the thousands of volunteers, known as the Petal Pushers, who worked tirelessly day and night in often 
challenging conditions to make the stunning and impactful LHM float and nine others a reality. Witnessing firsthand 
the painstaking and meticulous attention to detail that is necessary to build these floats is something I did not 
completely comprehend until seeing it in person. Being a part of cutting stems, placing roses on foam palettes, 
carrying the palettes to the allocated float, placing the appropriate flowers into their section on the float, applying 
small beans and other natural materials to create text and logos, and so much more is something I will never forget. 
 
It was also inspiring to hear the stories from volunteers who came from across the country about why they wanted 
to participate in this experience. For many this was a "bucket list" item — the fulfillment of a childhood dream — 
after watching the parade on television for many 
decades. For others it was the opportunity to share their 
faith as they worked side-by-side with people from 
various backgrounds while conducting their tasks 
throughout the week between Christmas and New 
Year's. No matter what brought them together it was 
clear they had the same goal — to be part of creating the 
magic that would roll down Pasadena's Colorado 
Boulevard on January 1. 
 
Both before the parade and as I rode on the float along 
the five-and-a-half-mile parade route, I was grateful for 
the opportunity to spread the Gospel message with millions of people worldwide that "Jesus Teaches," a message 
as relevant today as it was 2,000 years ago. It was invigorating to observe the vast majority of spectators along the 
parade route excitedly cheering us on. Children and adults were quick to wave and eagerly yell 'Jesus' as we passed 
by. In a world that often seems to be gravitating more toward division rather than unity, it was refreshing to see 
people coming together for a common purpose and celebrating the joy that comes with knowing Jesus. 
 
As Chairman of the LHM Board of Directors, I know that I speak for the entire organization in thanking the Petal 
Pushers, Southern California LLL District, and Lutheran Hour Ministries Float Committee for their amazing and 
dedicated efforts as together we are Bringing Christ to the Nations — and the Nations to the Church! 
 
Gail Miller 

 

https://www.lhm.org/newsroom/enewsstory.asp?ArticleID=36888


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

What is the OHRA Center? 
 
You may have noticed the former Super 8 Motel has been changed to the OHRA Resource Center that 
also serves as a shelter (with shower trailer) for 40 plus people. 
   
When there is no one else to turn to, OHRA is here… 
helping people move from crisis to stability.  Through 
professional navigators the resource center offers 24/7 
shelter services, job search/resume building, rent/utilities 
assistance, birth certificate/Oregon IDs… and much more. 
  
Free tours are offered weekly from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm.  
Let’s take a look one Tuesday morning!  The tour lasts 
about one hour.  If interested, let Nan or Tom Gunderson 
know or call OHRA at 541-631-2235.  Please look up OHRA’s web page at helpingashland.org.  This 
program is helping many people in our area. 
 
 

As our summer days heat up, and to take 
advantage of the cool morning hours to work in 
our yards, walk dogs, run errands, etc., Pastor 
Josh and Margaret’s office hours, July 1st through 
August 31st, will be: 
 

Pastor Josh 
Monday — Thursday 
12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

Days Off — Friday and Saturday 
 

Margaret Bohn 
Administrative Assistant 

Tuesday — Thursday 
12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

 
 

 
Shower Trailer 

http://helpingashland.org/


 

What’s Happening at Grace 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events at Grace 
 

July 17th — Fellowship Event 
Watch for more details coming soon! 

 
August 21st — Voter’s Meeting and Fellowship Event 

 
 

 
 

 

Grace Connections is taking August off! 
We’ll see you again in September. 

Financial 'Plan' Status - May 2022      
     

     

   YTD through  2022 'Plan' 

 May May   % of Plan Total 

     

General Fund 'Plan' vs Contributions     

General Fund Contributions $22,982.73 $86,913.73 41.32%  
'Plan' Offering Goal $17,527.50 $87,637.50 41.67% $210,330.00 

     

Over (-under) 'Plan' Goal $5,455.23  ($723.77)   

      

Contributions vs Expenditures     

General Fund Contributions $22,982.73 $86,913.73 41.32% $210,330.00 

General Fund expenditures $14,901.76 $86,486.21 41.12%  

     

Net $8,080.97  $427.52    
 

Sharon Dahl 
3555 South Pacific Highway, #199 
Medford, OR 97501 



 

July Birthdays 
 

  7 Melanie Jensen 

11 Mark Meyer 

22 Gary Plano 

22 DeeDee Ross 

24 Susan Bahr 

24 Helen Hertel 

24 Nancy Walz 

 

                   July Anniversaries 

   
  July 10, 1982 Gary Simms and Cindy Peterson 
  July 20, 1975 Mike and MaryAnn Neely 

  

  Those Who Serve in July 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 

Lay Ministers 

  3 Mike Neely 

10 Sandra Hinrichs 

17 Shirley Westerberg 

24 Bob Janssen 

31 Mike Neely 

 
 

Sound System 

     John Gisclon 

     Lyle Hinrichs 

 

Zoom Host 

 Bob Janssen 

 Gary Plano 

  

 

 
 

Lay Readers 
 

  3 Mike Neely 
 Nan Gunderson 
 
10 Sandra Hinrichs 
 Jim Olsen 
 
17 Ruth Luce 
 Mike Bahr 
 
24 Judy Rupp 
 
31 Nan Gunderson 
 Jim Olsen 
 
 

Altar Guild 
     Sandra Hinrichs 

      Susan Bahr 

 
 



 



 

August Birthdays 
 

11 Nan Gunderson 

15 Sandy Scott 

  16 John Gisclon 

19 Gloria Juhnke 

20 Lee Seater 

24 John Whitesitt 

31 Sandi Whitesitt 

 

                   August Anniversaries 

   

August 4, 2002 Keith Kleinedler and Sheila Johnson 
August 17, 1985 Louis and Nancy Casazza 
August 29, 1971 Craig and Shirley Westerberg 

  

  Those Who Serve in August 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank You! 

Lay Ministers 

  7 John Gisclon 

14 Mike Neely 

21 Shirley Westerberg 

28 Bob Janssen 

 
Sound System 

     John Gisclon 

     Lyle Hinrichs 

 

Zoom Host 

 Bob Janssen 

 Gary Plano 

  

 

 
 

Lay Readers 
  7 Mike Bahr 
 
14 Jim Olsen 
 Judy Rupp 
 
21 Mike Neely 
 Ruth Luce 
 
28 Nan Gunderson 

Sandra Hinrichs 
 
 

Altar Guild 
     Nan Gunderson 

     Ruth Luce 

 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022… Peace, Love, Joy and Hope 

“Grace Guides and Sustains” 
 

 

“Looking to the Future with Hope” 
Grace Lutheran Church 

660 Frances Lane 

Ashland, OR. 97520 

1-541-482-1661 

gracelutheranashland@gmail.com 

gracelutheranashland.org 

FOLLOW us on Facebook – gracelutheranashland-lcms 

 

mailto:gracelutheranashland@gmail.com

